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What's Up With Sue Ann Kern?

Sue Ann Kern... The Leadership Board of Directors is excited to accounce a new

Vice President at hte helm! Sue Ann Kern has stepped in to this crucial role and is excited to

lend her leadership, knowledge and enthusiasm to the all-volunteer board that works diligently to

keep our alumni engaged and reaping the benefits of being a part of the Leadership community

for years to come. Here's what Sue Ann had to say about her expereince with Leadership and

stepping in to the job of Vice President. Welcome Sue Ann!

What's Your favorite Leadership Memory?

"I really enjoyed our overnight at the National Ability Center.  It was wonderful to meet such
amazing individuals and get to know them through the group activities."

Your Class had a very unique experience! What positives came out of having to pivot how
you all came together?

"It was a challenging and frustrating year, as half of our meetings were virtual, and we were
unable to take the signature trip.  This required us to connect on a different level and learn to find
new ways to communicate and work on our projects. When we finally had the chance to have an
in-person session at Miner’s Hospital in the summer, it was like long lost friends who hadn’t seen
each other in ages!"

What was your class project and how did it impact the community?

"Our class had 3 projects; Communication, Kindness, and Census 2020 Awareness.  I led the
Census 2020 Awareness Project which was intended to communicate to the Wasatch Back how
important it is to participate so that our community could receive the government funding and
representation that we need, especially with the economic downturn due to Covid-19.  Our team
worked with our local media outlets, placed signage, and reached out to leaders, influencers,
non-profits, businesses, churches, and other organizations with details about the importance of
the Census.  We also worked with the Park City Foundation to address the concerns of our
Latinx community and to encourage their participation." 

Congratulations on becoming the new VP of the alumni Board! What do you hope to bring
to the table?

"My experience in business management, entrepreneurial endeavors, as non-profit volunteerism
allows me to bring many skills to the table, not unlike all of the other Leadership Park City
Alumni!  My efforts leading the charge with the Census 2020 Awareness Project indicates my
drive and passion for projects in which I’m involved.  I jump in completely and am ready to do
what is needed to make things happen.  Because I am self-employed, my time is flexible. " 



What are the most important attributes of successful leaders?

"There are many different types of leadership personalities.  The most important attribute for a
leader is the willingness to listen.  By listening, leaders are better to able to learn the strengths
and weaknesses of each of the individuals on their team.  They can better encourage their team
to take chances, to reach beyond their comfort zone, recognize successes, and help them learn
from failures." 

How do you continue to grow and develop as a leader? 

"Humility is an important trait for a leader.  A leader must be able to watch and learn from others,
seek and welcome mentorship, and be willing to recognize areas where they can improve.  I
have learned so much from watching Myles, the members of Class 26, and from the many
speakers who have shared their leadership experiences with our class.  To continue to grow, I
seek out leadership opportunities, such as this position as VP of the Leadership Alumni Board."

What are you reading right now?

"Currently, I am reading “You Are Here” by Thich Nhat Hanh in order to improve mindfulness and
living in the present moment.  My favorite recent read was “Where the Crawdads Sing,” which
was beautifully written by Delia Owens.  However, I must admit that my guilty pleasure is any
period book by Phillipa Gregory, who wrote “The Other Boleyn Girl."

What leaders do you look to for inspiration?

"I am inspired by my friends who are going above and beyond do to good in our community:
 Beth Armstrong, Marielle Pariseau, Lynn Ware-Peek, and the late Jon Henry just to name a few.
 I was very inspired by Aimee Armer and Meaghan Miller as they ran for office last fall. On a
larger scale, I am inspired by individuals who are selfless and generous with their time and
talents, such as Michelle Obama and Ellen Degeneres." 

A little more about Sue Ann...

"My two adult daughters (that is tough to say!) are a continual source of joy and wonder for me
as I watch them pave their way to bright futures.  We moved from San Diego nearly 16 years ago
and I love living in this community.  Currently, I am  an Executive Speech Coach, helping people
communicate more effectively, and am excited to take on this role as VP of the Alumni Board."

We are all excited to see how Sue Ann can add to and continue the growth of the Alumni Board!
Keep an eye out to see what she, along with President Sara Jo Dickens and the rest of the
board have in store for alumni in the year ahead!



Save the Date!
A look at the year ahead...times to gather online, and times to gather
together! 

Community Lecture (on-line)
Monday, March 22nd 7 pm  
- Zoom link to be provided close to the event 

Leadership 101: How Things Work & Who Does What (on-line)
Friday, April 16 (open to the entire community) 
- Registration for Leadership 101 opens April 2, please sign up at www.parkcity.org

Annual Leadership Alumni Picnic 
Monday, July 12 6:00-8:30 pm 
- In-person to resume as permitted by state and county health guidelines 

City Tour: Classes 26 & 27
Wednesday, September 8 - Sunday, September 12

http://www.parkcity.org/


Deer Valley Ski Day 2021
Hopefully, you enjoyed the annual Park City Resort ski day (A

Big Thanks to them for hosting again!). Here's another
opportunity to hit the slopes with fellow alumni and enjoy

some comradery, socially distanced, of course! 

Alumni Ski Day!

Deer Valley Ski Day ($40 for DV's 40th Anniversary!)

Thursday, April 1st 
* PLEASE NOTE: To attend, please go to the leadership alumni
website, https://leadershippca.org/blog/ , to purchase your tickets in advance online. You must purchase
your tickets by March 29th. Tickets are available for pick up between 8:45-10:00 a.m. on April 1st. 

These are both LPCA members-only events. If you are not yet a member, sign up HERE before
you RSVP. 

**Due to Covid, we will not be hosting Après Ski Happy Hours or organized group leads. We
sure hope we are able to gather as a group in 2022! Big THANKS PCMR and Deer Valley for
hosting us, both events are  awesome perks of being an LPCA alumni and we are grateful for the
partnerships!  

https://leadershippca.org/blog/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/4u2o5c/kjo2iu/4eas0o


LEADERSHIP PARK CITY PRESENTS:

26th Annual Leadership Community Lecture

This year, the annual community lecture will feature Rusty Gregory and Jeremy
Levitt! 

Join Rusty Gregory, CEO of Alterra Mountain Resorts, owner of Deer Valley
Resort and many other fine ski and recreational properties in the U.S. and Canada
and Jeremy Levitt, President & COO of Deer Valley Resort, as they share their
thoughts on the future of the ski industry and leadership in a time of COVID at the
26th annual Community Leadership Lecture on Monday, March 22nd at 7:00 PM,
via Zoom.

This program is free and open to the public.

A ZOOM sign-in link will be provided on the Park City website one week prior to
the event. 

Rusty Gregory:  



Chief Executive Officer Alterra Mountain Company
   
Rusty Gregory was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Alterra Mountain Company in
January 2018 after serving as a member of the board and the company’s Senior Strategic
Advisor since its inception, helping create its vision and direction.

Mr. Gregory is an experienced leisure industry executive and proven mountain resort
innovator.  His career in the ski industry spans 40 years starting as a lift operator at
Mammoth Mountain in California where he rose through the ranks to become an owner and
the company’s Chairman and CEO for over 20 years.

Throughout his career, Rusty gained experiences from all sides, including time spent as a lift
mechanic, ski instructor, and human resources director. He went on to found, own and
operate Mammoth Heli-Ski in the 80s, Mammoth Land and Development Company in the
90s, and eventually purchased into Mammoth Mountain Ski Area in 1996. 
 
Rusty also helped shape the future of the resort when he led the sale of a fraction of the
company to Intrawest in 1996, and sold the entire enterprise to Barry Sternlicht’s Starwood
Capital Group LLC and minority investors David Bonderman of TPG and Jonathon Nelson
of Providence Equity, in 2005.  He then led the July 31, 2017 sale of Mammoth Mountain to
the newly-formed entity owned by affiliates of KSL Capital Partners, LLC and Henry Crown
and Company, where he is now a member of the company’s Board of Directors and holds the
position of Senior Strategic Advisor.      

Rusty is past Chairman of the National Ski Areas Association, Trustee of the U.S. Ski and
Snowboard Team Foundation, and Trustee and past Vice Chairman of the Yosemite
Conservancy.  He was appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarznegger as a Commissioner to
the California Travel and Tourism Commission where he served as CFO and Vice Chairman. 
He is the founder and Chairman of the University of California Santa Barbara’s Valentine
Reserve Environmental Research Fund.  

Jeremy Levitt: 
Deer Valley
Jeremy Levitt has been at the helm of Deer Valley Resort since 2020 and CMH Heli-Skiing
& Summer Adventures since 2015. Prior to becoming President of CMH, Jeremy worked in
Denver at CMH’s parent company, Intrawest Resorts (now Alterra Mountain Company),
where he led a variety of strategic initiatives, turnarounds, and corporate development
projects.

 Jeremy started his career in mergers & acquisitions at Citigroup in New York and then



moved on to private equity & distressed investing at Cerberus Capital Management. He then
was recruited to Vienna, Austria to invest money for BAWAG P.S.K., Austria’s 4th largest
commercial bank and a Cerberus portfolio company.

 Jeremy received his MBA from The Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania
where he focused on Management and Marketing. Jeremy earned his bachelor’s degree from
Babson College, where he graduated Magna cum Laude and received the Wall Street Journal
Award, which is presented to the graduating senior with the most distinguished academic
record in the field of Finance.

 Jeremy was recognized as one of Canada’s Top 40 under 40, the nation’s most prestigious
award for young businesspeople. He currently serves on the boards of Ski Utah and Park City
Chamber of Commerce / Convention & Visitors Bureau. Jeremy enjoys surfing, world travel,
powder skiing, golf, investing, cooking, and spending time with his family and 75lb
Bernedoodle.   

Alumni Board Fills New Roles!
The alumni board is filled with talented past class members willing to give their time
and lend their expertise to help the board continue it's evolution within the community,
and engage past class members in an effort to continue the Leadership legacy, offer
networking opprtunities and, let's face it, to enjoy social occasions that allow us to re-
connect with old friends, and make new connections too! We appreciate all of our
volunteer board members and are excited to announce the following members have
stepped up to fill these very important roles. If you're interested in joining the board,
email President, Sara Jo Dickens jo@ecologybridge.com

mailto:jo@ecologybridge.com


Tana Toly: Assistant Membership Coordinator
A true blue local, Tana is a 5th generation Parkite! What's more impressive
is that four generations of Toly's continue to live in Park City all along
Empire Avenue. Her Great, Great Grandparents came to PC in 1915 to
work in the mines beginning a legacy of Toly's committed to the Park City
community and the mountains around them. Tana graduated from Park City
High School and then headed to the University of Utah to earn a degree in
Sociology with a minor in Gender Studies. At PCHS, Tana was voted class
clown, and if you spent any time with Tana, you won't find that accolade
surprising! 
 
Tana's first job was waiting tables at her family's restaurant, and the oldest
business in Park City, The Red Banjo (59 years old!). She has moved a time
or two to pursue career paths but has always ended up home in Park City.
Tana has spent 20 years honing her skills in the tourism industry from jobs
at ski resorts, to restaurants, to travel technology and even event venues!
After being laid off due to Covid in July, she finally decided to make the leap
and take over the family business at the Red Banjo. Looking to the future,
she is taking the Banjo in to a new era and reinventing the business to
flourish. She currently serves on five boards: 

1.      Vice President of the Historic Park City Alliance
2.      Board Member Restaurant Association
3.      Committee Member- Tax Advisory Board
4.      Board Member Historic Preservation Board
5.      And Of Course, Leadership Alumni

When she's not creating a pizza empire, you can find her living on Empire
Avenue (there seems to be a synergy here!), doing yoga or meditation,
reading, hiking to see the sunrise, or skiing with her family and introducing
her niece and nephew to everything she loves about Park City!
                                                       



Alisha Niswander: Assistant Newsletter Editor
I am super excited to welcome Alisha to the newsletter team! An experienced mountain
guide and Park City evangelist, I suspect she will have quite a bit to add to our online
publication. Looking forward to having her jump in post-ski season and add her own
touches to our quarterly digital communication! We look forward to bringing the
newsletter back to a monthly drop in your inbox as we begin to see more events and
happenings occur in Summit County!

A few things about Alisha:

She grew up on a farm in Ohio and was raised Mennonite.

She moved to Park Coty in 2001 and started a guiding business in 2003. She leads
people on snowshoeing, hiking, mountain biking, paddle boarding and trail running
tours. 
 
She also has a “cottage business” that she runs from her home called ‘threadheads.’
She uses cast off cashmere and wool sweaters to make one-of-a-kind mittens as well
as crocheting hats of all sizes and styles.

Her happy place is moving around in the mountains, exploring the limits of her physical
and mental endurance! Welcome Alisha! 



Bill Humbert: Website Coordinator
Bill set a goal in 1969 to hitchhike from Washington, D.C. to LA in 5 days - and
made it! Then in 1970, he set a goal to hitchhike to LA in 5 days a second time and
then 5 days to return to DC - and made it. More dependable than Greyhound!

He accepted the responsibilities for the website because he recently updated
his https://recruiterguy.com website. He understands the importance of consistent
branding. Bill looks forward to working with Leadership Park City Alumni to
improve our website.

https://recruiterguy.com/
http://recruiterguy.com/


Kahrin Sharp-Holmes: Secretary

Kahrin was born and raised in Sun Valley Idaho.  Throughout high school she was a
competitive figure skater which happened to set her up for a skating part in the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies of the 2002 Winter Olympics!

She graduated from Pepperdine University with a BS in International Business.  Once out of
college, Kahrin found herself drawn towards her father’s business, Commercial Real Estate
and development. Working alongside her father for the past 18 years has been both an
amazing and super special expereince and she is currently the company’s CFO.

About 10 years ago she joined the Park City Sunrise Rotary Club looking to engage more in



community service. Five years ago, she became involved with the Rotary Youth Exchange
and is currently the Youth Exchange Officer for the state of Utah.

Kahrin feels fortunate to have been a part of leadership class 25 and feels the year spent
honing her leadership skills has furthered her not only in her day-to-day experiences, but in
her ability to truly find new and unique avanues to both lead and serve the Wasatch Back
communities.  When the opportunity to serve on the Alumni board became available, Kahrin
jumped at the chance and is excited to serve!

Meet Your New Newsletter Team!

Pamela Graves-Longley (20), a Park City resident since 1998, works in the travel technology space
and travels to just about every ski town imaginable doing so, further solidifying that there's no place like
Park City! When not working, she can be found riding one of her horses, hiking with the dogs, and
enjoying our amazing mountain lifestyle with her husband, Brendon (21). 

Connect On Facebook
                    Let the Leadership Park City Alumni page help you promote what you are doing.

Please join our page so you can see what's going on and keep us "posted"!

hether you have a business venture, nonprofit event or tidbit of interest....let us know.

Look for Leadership Park City Alumni group, like us and join us.

"Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality."
Warren G. Bennis

Leadership Park City Alumni Association     PO Box 680035     Park City, UT 84068-0035 
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